Dita Beard Denies Justice 



Made Deal to Settle ITT Case 
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By Sanford J. Ungar I as “an absurd circus engen - 1 Beard is the author of a mem- 



Washington Post Staff Writer 

Dita D. Beard denied last 



dered by personal ambitions 
and extreme opportunism of a 



orandum published last week 
by syndicated columnist J ick 



night in Denver that there was 
any deal between the Nixon 
administration and the Inter- 
national Telephone and Tele- 
graph Corp. to settle antitrust 
cases in exchange for a large 
contribution to the Republican 
National Convention. 

Mrs. Beard, ITT’s Washing- 
ton lobbyist, issued a state- 
ment through a California 
lawyer, denouncing the con- 
tinuing Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee Hearings on the matter 



few people.” 

The lawyer said that Mrs. 
Beard is nonetheless “ex- 
tremely anxious to give testi- 
mony before that committee 
in order to put to rest false ru- 
mors, innuendos and outright 
lies regarding the current con- 
troversy.”' ’ 

. Her statement, issued at the 
Rocky Mountain Osteopathic 
Hospital in Denver, where she 
has been a heart patient for a 
week, did not deny that Mrs. 



Anderson. 

The memorandum linked 
the ITT antitrust settlement 
to the conglomerate’s plelge 
of a $400,000 guarantee to 
bring this year’s GOP com en- 
tion to San Diego. 

Anderson’s two columns on 
the subject led Richard G. 
Kleindienst, President Nixi in’s 
choice to replace John N. : 
Mitchell as Attorney Gene ral, : 

See ITT, A5, Col. 1 



ITT, From A1 

to ask for new hearings on his 
nomination. 

After taking seven days of 
testimony, Judiciary Commit- 
tee Chairman James O. East- 
land (D-Miss.) recessed the 
hearings yesterday until next 
Tuesday. 

The committee learned yes- 
terday that Richard J. Rams- 
den, the New York investment 
banker whose advice was a 
key factor in the Justice De- 
partment decision to settle 
pending cases with ITT, 
worked on his recommenda- 
tions for only two days last 
spring. 

A statement submitted to 
the Judiciary Committee by 
the Commerce Department 
also revealed that Ramsden 
was paid $242 for his consult- 
ing work, contracted for by 
presidential adviser Peter M. 
Flanigan. 

Ramsden requested to be 
paid through the Commerce 
Department, where he had 
previously done work, the 
statement said, “in order to 
avoid refiling the rather 
lengthy forms” on financial 
disclosure required of govern- 
ment consultants. 

But Sen. John V. Tunney 
(D-Calif.) suggested that Rams- 
den may have violated a fed- 
eral executive order if his 
forms on file did not include 
the fact that he controlled 
about $200,000 worth of ITT 
stock at the time he worked 
on his report. 

Columnist Anderson and his 
associate, Brit Hume, were on 
the witness stand for the sec- 
ond day yesterday, as the 
hearings continued to be 
charged with emotion and par- 
tisanship. 

Early in the morning, An- 
derson warned the committee 
that when Mitchell testifies 
next Tuesday, he may commit 
an “arrogant example of per- 
jury.” 

That prompted a ' reprimand 
from Republicans on the com- 
mittee, which Democrats im- 
mediately challenged. At one 
point, both Sens. Edward M. 
Kennedy (D-Mass.) and Roman 
Hruska (R-Neb.) were talking 
to Anderson at the same time. 

The columnist looked up 
and asked, “Who should I lis- 
ten to?” 

“Both of them,” advised 
Chairman .Eastland with a 
puff of his cigar. 

In a separate development, 
Sen. Bob Dole of Kansas, the 
Republican national chairman. 




acknowledged that ITT had in- 
deed offered $400,000 as a 
“guarantee” for the San Diego 
convention. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence called to denounce the 
Democrats for allged viola- 
tions of the law in the tele- 
phone arrangements for their 
convention, Dole corrected 
earlier protestations by other 
Republicans that the amount 
offered by ITT was much 
lower. 

The chairman stressed that 
the $400,000 was not a 



“pledge,” but “a guarantee to, 
make up the difference if the 
other contributors” to a S% 
Diego civic committee did not 
come through with enough 
money. 

The Judiciary Committee 
prepared, however, to call 
Richard N. Herman, vice 
chairman of the arrangements 
committee for the convention, 
in an attempt to clarify the na- 
ture and amount of the offer. 

Mrs. Beard’s statement from 
Denver came as a surprise, 
since doctors had said that her 



heart condition was so serious 
as to prevent her from enter- 
ing the controversy for some 
time. 

The statement was read to 
newsmen by David W. Flem- 
ing, 37, of Van Nuys, Calif., 
who had been summored to 
Denver earlier this week by 
Dr. Dave Garland, an osteo- 
pathic physician treatin ? Mrs. 
Beard there. 

Fleming said that he a nd an- 
other partner in his lav firm 
had known Mrs. Beai d for 
about six years. 

The statement said that 



Mrs. Beard “categorically de- 
nies the allegation that there 
was ever an arrangement be- 
tween ITT and the administra- 
tion involving a favorable set- 
tlement of the antitrust ac- 
tion.” 

It added that she “emphati- 
cally denies that former At- 
torney General Mitchell ever 
told her President Nixon com- 
mented about, took part in or 
requested a settlement of 
the ITT suit.” 

Hume has testified that dur- 
ing an interview at her Arling- 
ton, Va., home on Feb. 24, Mrs. 



j Beard recounted hearing such j 
things from Mitchell during a 
party at the Kentucky Gover- 
nor’s Mansion after last year’s 
Kentucky Derby. 

The associate of Anderson 
added some details of Mrs. 
Beard’s account to him dur- 
ing his testimony yesterday. 

He said that Mrs. Beard had 
told him “the Attorney Gen- 
eral turned very sweet” after 
I scolding her for approaching 
him at the party about ITT. 
As Hume retold it, Mrs. Beard 
described working out details 



. 



of the settlement while walk- 
ing through a buffet supper 
line with Mitchell. 

Mrs. Beard’s lawyer’s state- 
ment in Denver also said she 
is “hoping to gibe testimony at 
the earliest possible occasion 
from her bedside or under 
oath to an interrogatory com- 
mittee concerning the issue, 
including the alleged memo- 
|randum.” 

Eastland said yesterday that 
he had asked the president of 
the Denver Medical Society to 
commission the city’s “leading 
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heart surgeons” to examine 
Mrs. B« ard and present an 
“impartial view” of how and 
when sha might testify. 

But the head of the Medical 
Society, Dr. Robert G. Bos- 
worth Jr., said that would be 
impossible until next week, 
since one of the doctors he 
had in mind is out of town. 

Garland said that Mrs. 
Beard suffered another set- 
back ir her condition yester- 
day, but that the hospital was 
considering moving her out of 
its special coronary unit in the 
next few days. 




